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A Note from our Headteacher 

 
Here we are again, at the end of another amazing half term and it is my privilege

to write the newsletter introduction.

It is good practice for me to try to keep track of all that we do in the school as,
when we get to a pause such as half term, it is really lovely to look back.  The

highlight for me was taking a fantastic group of learners to see the very
wonderful play ‘A Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’. This is a very

powerful play and one that I highly recommend (although if you’re anything like
me, you’ll end up crying at the end!)  Read on for one learner’s account of the

trip, which I absolutely loved reading - well done, Jess!
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You will also read below that we won second prize in the National Lawn Tennis
Association Education Awards for all the work the learners have been doing in
tennis for the last 18 months. Mr Lee and myself have the honour of going to the

Rothesay Open in Nottingham next week to receive the prize on behalf of the
school.  I have to say that this prize meant so very much because we were

entered into the competition against other quite prestigious schools -
mainstream, private and independent schools alike.  To have won second prize
is an honour indeed and my thanks have to go to Sasha Ambrose and Jack Lee
- our fabulous PE teachers - for making this a possibility.  And obviously to the
students for working so hard in their tennis lessons.  We hope you also got to

see the news on Look East of the school.

We ended this half term with the most wonderful events on both sites, to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Scones were enjoyed by all (thanks to
Mr Carter and his scone-making teams) and the sites were decorated with red,

white and blue bunting, flags and balloons.  At the Rectory, there followed a
(quite competitive) game of rounders and there was just a lovely atmosphere of
celebration which - particularly for the Rectory students - was a welcome relief

from the pressures of exams for an afternoon. 

There are still so many things to look forward to in the coming half term and we
are even thinking beyond that to the next academic year.  Next half term, we will

have our sports day, summer celebrations and Mr Gatley in Primary has also
started work with the Girton local Parish Council to think about how we as a

school can support the Local Nature Recovery Plan within the village, getting
the children to think about nature, sustainability and living greener.   So much to

do and so little time!

And now, dear parents, I have one thing to ask of you….  We are looking for
some feedback from you; we know that you have lots of contact from the school
about your individual children, but we are hoping to get some feedback from you
about how the school is doing generally and whether you feel well-informed. In
the past we have tried a questionnaire, but parents reflected that this was quite
a big task to complete.  We have tried QR codes, but as many of you read the
newsletter on your phones, you couldn’t access these.  We would like to hear
from you about the best ways to gather your views, so please let us know at
info@grettonschool.com if you can think of the best ways to ask you some

questions about the school and I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

For now - we wish you all a very happy half term break and look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible at the Sports Day in July.

mailto:info@grettonschool.com
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Beth Elkins

Headteacher

Please Note:

You may need to click View Entire Message at the end of the email to enjoy this newsletter in full! You

may also need to click to display images to appreciate the images in this newsletter.

 
 

Monday 6th June 
Students back to school

 
Friday 24th June 

Year 11 students not required in school
 

Monday 27th June - Friday 8th July 
- Year 11 Work Experience

- Year 10 Mock Exams
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Wednesday 6th July 
Sports Day 

Summer Jubilee Event 
more details to follow 

 
 

Monday 11th July - Tuesday 12th July 
Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

 
Monday 11th July - Friday 15th July 

Year 10 Work Experience
 

Monday 11th July - Wednesday 20th July 
- Transition Weeks 

- Year 11 leavers not required in school 
- Year 11 going into 6th Form on part time timetables 

- Year 12-14 leavers not required in school 
- Current 6th Form on part time timetable to accommodate upcoming Year 12s

- Year 11 6th Form Prom will be held during this week, details and
arrangements TBC

 
Wednesday 20th July 

- Leavers Assembly 
- Staff & students finish for summer break 

 
Monday 17th October 

Moon Week! (more info available below...!)

LTA Award Ceremony 
 
"I just wanted to say huge congratulations to Mrs Ambrose and Mr Lee for all
their work in PE to make this a possibility and even huger congratulations to the
learners who have been going along to learn and play tennis every Monday for
the last 18 months. So proud of them!" - Beth Elkins, Headteacher 
 
Please see the Lawn Tennis Association award ceremony on the following link,
which went out on YouTube last week: 
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*Subtitles are available when you open the video* 
 

If you watch from 07:50-10:33, you will see the Education Award of the Year. You
will know that we already won the Regional LTA Award for commitment to tennis;

this ceremony saw us coming in the top 3 of the National awards which took place
on the 19th May!

 
 
 
 
On the 5th of May a group of Drama students set off on a trip to the
Norwich Theatre Royal to see the award winning production of The
Curious Incident of The Dog In the Night Time by Simon Stephens
adapted from Mark Haddons novel. All of us thoroughly enjoyed the
trip (despite a slight hiccup with our Coach journey) and all of the
students were beautifully behaved.  Jess wanted to share her very
insightful take on the day, we do hope you enjoy it! 
 

Theatre Trip to see The Curious Incident of The Dog In The Night Time 
Written by Jesssica from Wiltshire Class

We started the trip with the coach which we were meant to be on breaking
down, so we waited 10 minutes for a new coach to arrive. We walked on the

coach, I sat 2 rows from the back and surprisingly I was sitting by myself on the
left side of the row. I only had a box or bag put next to me and I liked not being

squished up against anyone for most of the coach ride. I was looking at my

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZcP8eApa-Q%C2%A0
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phone partly, looking out of the coach window at the cars and trees outside. It
looked beautiful, sometimes I'd listen to everybody chatting on the coach.

I stare at people a lot, that's probably why some people give me weird
looks. The only reason I do it is just getting familiar with people and areas

around me. When we arrived I looked out the window to see where the building
was, everybody got off the bus at the same time as I did, it was so bright out it

looked like no place I'd been before. I walked in the building with all of the kids
in my class.

 
While I was getting really excited, we all walked up some stairs and into the

largest room I've probably ever seen. We walked up some stairs on the side to
row K, I walked excitedly with everyone else to an empty seat. I sat next to

Sawyer and a second person who was from a different class. I don't know many
people from different classes. He was wearing a black hoodie and I couldn't see
his face because of the hoodie. I looked around at everyone who was chatting
or looking at the stage, it had square shaped lights all over the corners and the
edges were glowing white. Mr. Moclair was giving a few sensory toys to a few

students, he was about to give me one when the lights went black and the show
was starting, Mr Moclair went back to his seat while my head went to the stage

faster than lightning! 
 

Then…some very loud music played, I thought I was going to go deaf while the
box lights started flashing in an eye-catching way. The play started with

someone shouting something which I wont even repeat about her dog being
murdered with a garden fork. A boy named Christopher is trying to solve the

mystery of who murdered Wellington, the dog and then Christopher found out a
big secret when his dad hides his book, he lookes under his dads bed and he

finds his book and some letters from his mother who his dad told him had a
heart attack and died. He realised that his mother wanted to apologise to him
because she thinks he’s angry at her when he didn't even think she was alive. 

 
He travels to London alone while almost getting hit by a train when jumping on
the tracks when his pet rat Toby escapes, he finds the pet rat and two strangers
save him from being murdered by a train. Christopher gets to London and finds

his mother and a few more things happen. 

In the middle of the show there was a break called an interval, I had just got out
of the row when my bag handle broke, I got some chocolate ice cream it was

delicious. I realised that the boy in the hoodie liked pepperoni, I love pepperoni
so that's something I have in common with someone I don't even know. I walked

back to the seat I was in before and watched the rest of the show.
 

I was getting a little bored and was stretching a lot near the end when I saw
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outside my eyes were on fire like when you wake up and see bright lights. I'm
pretty sure everyone could see it!

We got back on the coach to be thrown out of it for a photo, I am the one on the
left in the grey shirt. We all got back on the coach and I sat in the seat I was

sitting in before. I waited for everyone to be seated, staff gave out some
sandwiches in bags. There was ham and cheese and jam, the only thing I
would eat was cheese so I got a cheese sandwich and a water bottle and
chocolate cake which I almost choked on. I bit off more than I could chew! 

 
I went on my phone and realised it wouldn't work. My mobile data must have run

out, then I looked and the renewal date which was the 14th. Then I'm
thinking; sketchbook. I drew a few drawings, one looks like I have no idea, I

draw random stuff a lot, a little while later my phone still refuses to work
properly. I get bored so I stare at everyone.  

In the coach two people entertained the whole coach by blasting out the song
“never gonna give you up” out of their phones, also they were having a staring
competition. Behind me, when we arrived what felt like hours later, I got off the
coach as fast as lightning, I walked to mum happy to be off the coach after 2

hours. Me and mum got in the car and drove home.

Moon Week 
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Mr Doza has been working behind the scenes to see if he is able to give Gretton
an amazing experience and last week received confirmation! 
 
In October 2022, Gretton School will be the very privileged carers of
some genuine rocks from the moon's surface.  
 
This is a big deal - they will be checking security to make sure that the school is
secure enough to house these for the week and then we will be able to show
them to staff, students and hopefully parents during that week. They come from
NASA and are priceless, so it's a real honour. 
 
Given this, Mr Doza has also looked into the possibility of having a visit from a
real life astronaut or astronomer and has managed to book Dr Bothwell from the
Institute of Astronomy to come and give a talk to the learners and, hopefully, we
will also have an event for parents too. 
 
We would like to turn this into a school themed week - commencing Monday 17
October 2022, the week before the first half term next academic year. 
 
There will be more on this as we get closer to the date, but we are very excited
to be given this unique opportunity! 
 

 

Brent get fiery 
 
Brent spent time setting things on fire in the Science lab last week - including
their teachers!
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Manor Farm Swing 
 
The swing at Manor Farm has been replaced and is being very much enjoyed
by our students on this site. Messi Class students really enjoyed their time on it
last week!
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Tesla Dress Up 
 
Tesla Class decided to dress up just for fun on a Friday and they really enjoyed
it! 
 
They got other classes and staff to vote for their favourite costume, Ethan was
crowned the winner and looked fabulous as Wonder Woman. 
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A quick pupdate... 
 
Our gorgeous canine colleagues, Sherlock and Skyler, have been getting on
very well, despite the current size difference! 
 
Here they are together at our Manor Farm site enjoying a fun social session
together.  
 
Cuteness overload!

Artwork 
 
We are so excited to see the art room filling up with hounds of all shapes, sizes
and colours. We look forward to sharing these with you soon at our Summer
Jubilee event! 
 
Daniel's dog: 
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Flo's dog: 

 
 
Jack's cat: 

 
 
Evelyn's dragon: 

 
 
Tyler's dog: 

 
 
Jonas's dog: 

 
 
William's dog: 
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Rory's dog: 

 
 
Harry's dog: 

 
 
Ruben's dog: 

 
 
Toby's dog: 

 
 
Bentley's dog: 
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Ron's landscape: 

Our FREE online events and groups
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Sessions are currently all online and booking is easy via our events page. Our
upcoming events for June: 
 
6th June, 10am-12pm: Sleep Workshop Part 1. Book here.  
 
7th June, 10am-12pm: Autism and Empathy: an Emotional
Response. Book here.  
 
7th June, 8pm-9:30pm: SENDads and Mums Group. Book here.  
 
8th June, 10am-12pm: SENDIASS - How to get more help at
school. Book here. 
 
10th June, 10am-12pm: Pinpoint Parent Carer Tii Hub. Book here.  
 
13th June, 10am-12pm: Sleep Workshop: Part 2. Book here.  
 
14th June, 10am-12pm: Introduction to Dyslexia. Book here.  
 
15th June, 12pm-2pm: Yvonne Newbold: Why Sensory Processing
Difficulties can Impact Behaviour. Book here.  
 
17th June, 10am-12pm: Pinpoint Parent Carer Tii Hub. Book here.  
 
23rd June, 8pm-9:30pm: Yvonne Newbold: Common Communication
Issues in SEND Children and How to Help Them - Recording. Book here. 
 
24th June, 10am-12pm: Pinpoint Parent Carer Tii Hub. Book here. 
 
27th June, 10am-12pm: Neurodiversity - What is Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia

https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=a48aa0d4af&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=fbb5bdba6a&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=af1bd928a2&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=546c587886&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=5c8b7808b4&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=a9e4def8af&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=0a3dab7d79&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=b095d9e94d&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=ba984d6d0f&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=5cad85a55f&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=4a86055c2c&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=fe2cba252d&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=058413a5c9&e=c914215caf
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and Dysgraphia. Book here.  
 
29th June, 10am-12pm: Neurodiverse Parent versus the Neurotypical
Child and Vice Versa. Book here.  
 
All of these sessions will be held online. Zoom links to join will be sent from
Eventbrite 2 days before and again 2 hours before the start of each session.
Please do check your junk mail as they sometimes end up there! Thank you.

https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=43928376bf&e=c914215caf
https://pinpoint-cambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=abe18be73ac45a0a6efd80599&id=60d793beaf&e=c914215caf
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Copyright © 2020 Gretton School, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email as you are a member of the Gretton School community.

 
Our mailing address is: 
info@grettonschool.com 

 
Gretton School is a part of the Cavendish Education Group.
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